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[Bring ing in the ca ttlefor Winterat Ger 0 Sullivan's Farm inLaharnowtsid e Cahirshveen . LR Front Eard Lea by andGer 0 Sullivan with Tim 0 Sullvan in b kground.

‘You instinctively know that you're
oing something right...”

TO be honest, we didn't know that rmich abont
Soeigl FArming at the time we started. k was
explained to us and afer Mary Anne and I
discussed i, we said we would give it a go.
Honestly and tnily, we are delighted that we
did get involved.

W heve 8 wonderful participant named Eanl
and he loves it and we have o brilliant facilitawor
in Irene Eavanagh. She is the driving force behind

socidl farming in Eerry.

It is & moluntary mdel which is important
85 U can't place aval e on helping wonderiil
people. The bond that's built up is ¥ery strong.
Earl is a proud man and s part of his jobe he
likes to sign the dockets and bring the cheque
Up to the et

Earl's confidence has improved leaps and
bonnds since he stareed with us. Social farming

5 something that makes 1s feel very happy and
a sense of pridein seeing Earl doing »mell. With
Social Farming you instinctively Know you're
do sOMethin g right. |k makes youl ook gt 1if
ina 21 WY

Ihada cow ealving oneday and Eanl was there
beside it holding the tray for the vet, He was
delighted. I would hope more farmerswould get
involwved. We believe in catering for their ghilities

rather than talk abouat theit disabilities. All the
neighbours get on with Earl also and we have
great fun. Farmers should give it a try.

Gerald & Mary Anne O0'Sullivan
Cahersivesn
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‘The benefit to you and the participan
will soon become obvious...’

IM or anonnd 7 years amo [ met Joe MeCrohan
at an IF4 mesting and he imroduced me to
Eerry Social . Eventhough I was very
impressed with Joes story [dido't feel [ ems in
A position to have 8 person with & disability on
my farm at this time.

I had assumed it would betoo much of & re-
spomnsibility, this was the mistake I made. Irens
Kavanagh out Facilitator arrived, sorted all the
paper work and we now enjoy having Michael
on the farm every Tiarsday. Anthomy and Shane
come with John their suppport worker on bon-
days. I can honestly say in hindsight that [wish
Thad listened to Joeinitially.

By participants love being involved on the
farm a5 we have 8 mach inery business and they
EOjoy Menty social activity throughont the day.
We also indude some social deys o the garden
Certre or maybe shopping. lnnch or visiting the
local marts The men get great satisfction and
enjoythe work eIperience It gives them a fee
of responsibility, osmership, commitment ans
Accomplish mert.

1 and thedir care workers have ST A1 &nor-
mous improvement in their sef confidence
sinee joining Social . Their parents
are =0 grateful to 18 farmers for helping their
children to live normal daily lives in the midst

of our families It Rives me grest joy to help
thess people and talse them ot of institotional
settings and we look forsmnd to seing them
every weal. 1 can certainly say they have be-
come part of our family. If fior some reason it
does o't S11it A fATMET on & particular weel the
service providers are always & huge backup.
Since joiming us we realise the abilities of these
men and wormen.

Eerry Soeidl Farming spreads happiness among
pecple less fortun ate than ourselves and +o be
outdoorsis a way of exploring a personal abil it y.
We have 33 participants in Eerry with just as
many on & waiting lis which & closed &t the

MOMNEn LUt we get more farmersinvolved . 5o
woul fel low farmers to consider join-
ingusat an open day or contacting us by phone
mF mumber is 087 24681714, We have farmers
{rom Eallybunion, Balhwlofe Tralee Castledsl and,
Cahersivean, Killorglin and we woild oy be
oo delighted to have you on board with us. So
dilay make the call and get informed and
s jt for yourssl. The benefits to you and the
PATticipants are enormous even if you have a
sy lifie its Btill poesible to incll e someone in
it. Where theres awill there's & way.

Helen 0"Mahory



