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‘ would encourage all farmers just to
giveitatry...’

MY =on David has special needs and I've been
imvolved in the Kerry Social Farming Working
Group fromday one, Both as a parent and a social
d position woses the benefits

i,
) i1l say social farming is abont
Eetting ot doors, Dot it'S mone than that. It's
a different experience and the whaole ethos of

Social Farming is that it i hands on. I have
two participants and it gives them an oatlet
they souldn't normally heave, And even though
they are non-rerbal you el know that they ane
BIjOFing it.

I get great satisfaction from it and seeing
them advance is special. One of T participants
started out being totally afraid of animals yet

Souh Kerry, Joseph McCrohan 7. 066 8471724
Social Farming Faciilator:
Rena Blake, Hordh Kerry 7. 086 1618869
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1ast year hewas fieed ing & pormy. You cansselittle  Even from a purely practical point of view social
improvements that t b small to sormecn: makes you keep the farm tidy and in
else bt Are massive to the individugls. These are  arder. This i5 8 positive initsel £ It's well worth
hig leaps for peopile with specisl needs, There B8 giving it a go.
strong social side to it oo with ontings and walks,

It's omly fior A couple hours a week and the
senge of satisfAaction you get out of it is mige. I
wonld encoura ge all farmers justtogive it &ty

[rassia Cronin
Ballinskelligs
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‘Participants have become part of our
families ... that's the success of it’

1GOT invalved in Kerry Social Farming whenl  and Tim, andoneod the big things SocialFarm-  seed ofthis success, The difference it’s makingto  the facilitator and get a fies] for it

Tead A piece in The E&TTVIMAD N&WSpEDeT & few  ing is doing for people is building confidences and pa-:f-lple lives is immense. [t makes people &qual — There &8 great senseof achievemeant in it for
years Ago and it's hard to believe what was 8 ahility. If there is one thing I feel very pleased  and brings huge happiness wotheir lives the host firmer. Another thing is thatthe partic-
small artide has today turned into a fillspple-  abow isthat we'reofering Asarvicetoplaceslike I would say to fArmers give it & go. Thisis 8 ipAntshave become & pan of our families. That's
METH on Sozial Thisis proof that what 5t Johno of God and Kecry Parerts& Friends. Our - voluntary model and there aresupports there o the true suotess of it TrF it out during a quiet
we're doing is sorking and T would urgs more  farms are places Whers PACHEPENSs can come  help host farmers with any upgrades theyneed  time on the farm if yo like toget 8 better feel
farmers to get invalved. I just knew thiswas a  and enjoy themselves. o make their farm suitable for Social Farming.  for it But the benefis wort become apparsnt
good project friom the moment I heard sboutit.  Thehost farmers in Eerry have puttheir heart  We have some very busy farmers imolved inthis  until you 1y it

I hewe twopartcipants at the moment, Mags  and soul into Kerry Socisl Farming and that'sthe  project ®ho are makin g the time to'be hosts. Meet

Eamonn Horgan, Kilgarvan




